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A COMMON COSMOLOGY: FROM THE SHANGHAI MUSEUM
MANUSCRIPT HENG XIAN TO THE SHIJING ‘YUN HAN’

PuaM LEe-Mor *

ABsTRACT This paper focuses on the broader context of the text and interpretation
of the Shijing ###% (Classic of Poetry), begins with an analysis of the phrase ziyan
bu ziren HEKAH %, as proposed in the Shanghai Museum bamboo manuscript
Hengxian .4, and shows how the Shijing “Yunhan” Z£7# shares with it a common
cosmological worldview. On this basis, the paper explores the important themes un-
derlying the development of classical scholarship. Specifically, the paper examines the
meaning of the language and text of the phrase ziyan bu ziren to explain its cosmol-
ogy, which addresses the governing forces of “killing and burying” () and “birth
and renewal” (“£4) in the generation and operation of all things in the universe.
This cosmology, especially as it is expressed in the “Yunhan,” embodies discussions
of concepts like “hardheartedness” () and “benevolence” ({), as commonly found
in Confucian and Daoist thought. These concepts contribute to the construction of
a worldview that extends from the generation of the cosmos to the cultivation of the
body and mind, and to the governance of human affairs. Based on these observa-
tions, the paper further analyzes the narrative framework and poetic intention of the
“Yunhan.” On the one hand, it integrates interpretations from the Mao Tradition (&
{#), the Zheng Commentary (5{2€), and the three schools of Shijing scholarship to
show how it shares the same cosmological worldview with the Hengxian. On the other
hand, it synthesizes interpretations from texts that cite the “Yunhan,” including the
Mencius (#¥), Lunheng (&&#7), and Chungiu Fanlu (FFk%#%), demonstrating
how pre-Qin and Han philosophers, under the influence of this common cosmology,
quoting lines from ‘Yunhan’ alongside the poem’s overall meaning to articulate and
debate their own thoughts, which gradually coalesced into important themes such as
“Profound concern inspires moral growth” (B2 F{f&), the transition from “filial pi-
ety” (3%) to “benevolence” ({Z), “To approach the will through meaning” (DLE#i7),
and the connection between “Heaven” (X) and “Man” (A). Through this process, we
observe a microcosm of how classical scholarship in the pre-Qin and Han periods was
constructed—moving from the interpretation of poem’s meaning, to the formation of
important themes, and ultimately to the construction of classical scholarship.
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