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MERCHANT FAMILIES IN SONG-DYNASTY JIANGNAN:
A STUDY BASED ON EPITAPHS OF THE SONG DYNASTY
COMPILED BY THE KUAIJI MUSEUM OF STONE INSCRIPTIONS
AND THE SHAOXING MUNICIPAL ARCHIVES

KOON WAN HO'

ABSTRACT Historical records concerning Song Dynasty merchants and their families
are often fragmented and scattered. Research on their lives and activities must therefore
rely on epitaphs and tomb inscriptions preserved in literary collections or discovered
in archaeological excavations. This paper examines nine epitaphs collected in the book
Epitaphs of the Song Dynasty published in October 2018, compiled by Zhang Xiaorong,
Director of the Kuaiji Museum of Stone Inscriptions. It offers a preliminary survey
of merchant families in Jiangnan during the Northern and Southern Song periods.
Chronologically, the earliest epitaph was composed in the intercalary ninth month of the
third year of the Yuanfeng era (1080) under Emperor Shenzong, while the latest dates
to the eleventh month of the first year of the Jiatai era (1201) under Emperor Ningzong.
In terms of the geographical origins of the nine subjects of the epitaphs, four were from
Jiangxi (three from Guixi in Xinzhou and one from Linchuan in Fuzhou), while five were
from Zhejiang (two from Yuyao in Mingzhou, one from Cixi in Mingzhou, and two from
Shaoxing Prefecture). Among the nine individuals, two were women and two of them
were a married couple. It is worth noting that the epitaph for Liu Wenyong was composed
by Zhang Dunfu, the 28th-generation Celestial Master of the Taoist Tianshi tradition,
while the family of Xing Shixiang had close ties with the renowned Southern Song
Confucian master Lii Zuqgian.
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