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ZHU ZHIFAN’S TWO IMITATION PAINTINGS “(SU) DONGPO
IN A BAMBOO HAT AND CLOGS” IN WENG FANGGANG’S
COLLECTION AND THEIR INFLUENCE IN EAST ASIA

ILO-FEN *

ABSTRACT Legend has it that when Su Shi was in exile in Hainan Island, he once walked
in the rain and borrowed hats and clogs from a farmhouse to wear on his journey
back home. This made him look quite different from his usual appearance, causing
people to laugh. Based on this story, a series of paintings depicting “(Su) Dongpo in a
Bamboo Hat and Clogs” emerged during the Southern Song Dynasty, a theme which
later spread to Japan and South Korea. This article analyzes the two earliest extant
imitation paintings “(Su) Dongpo in a Bamboo Hat and Clogs” made by Zhu Zhifan
in 1619, which are now held in the Guangdong Provincial Museum and the Palace
Museum in Beijing respectively. Both works were once in the private collection of
Weng Fanggang, and because of Weng Fanggang, they influenced the cult of Su Shi in
East Asia which celebrated the anniversary of Su Shi’s birthday, as well as ideas about
Su Shi’s physical appearance.

KeyworbDs Su Shi, “(Su) Dongpo in a Bamboo Hat and Clogs” Paintings, Zhu Zhifan,
Weng Fanggang, the Cult of Su Shi in East Asia
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