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FALLEN IN DIASPORA WITH ROMANCE:
THE HISTORICAL CONSTITUTION OF LOUISA WEI’S
DOCUMENTARY

GABRIEL E. Y. TSANG *

ABSTRACT Louisa Wei, an academic and director, has to date created eight documenta-
ries. Her family relationships, multiple identities, and diasporic experiences (Mainland
China - North America - Japan - Hong Kong) have not only shaped her concern and
assumptions about historical figures who traveled extensively, but also challenged the
research methodology of categorizing her documentaries within a regional trajec-
tory. Since co-directing Storm under the Sun (2009) with Peng Xiaolian, Wei has often
begun her projects with random opportunities and ultimately represented multi-
dimensional histories (modern-contemporary, grand-minor, national-international)
by adopting sophisticated interpersonal skills and academic monographic approaches.
Relevant representations are not limited to Hong Kong, where the director resides and
to which her geographical identity belongs. Starting with Golden Gate Girls (2014),
which she directed independently, Wei has gradually incorporated history with ro-
mantic moods, turning it into a personal history. This incorporation became more
mature in the production of Writing 10000 Miles (2019) and A Life in Six Chapters
(2021), corresponding to her life trajectory and implying the possibility of herstorio-
graphical interpretation.

KeEywoRbDs Louisa Wei, Documentary, Historical Constitution, Historiographical
Analysis, Filmic Methodology

*  Gabriel F. Y. Tsang @ http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4243-6297
Assistant Professor in the Department of Chinese Language and Literature at Hong Kong Baptist University



	Gabriel Tsang_cn
	Gabriel Tsang_eg

