HKU Journal of Chinese Studies Vol. 1 no. 2 (September 2023): 89-114

THE THIRDSPACE IN GAO XINGJIAN’S CINEPOEMS'

LIU JTANMET *

ABSTRACT This article delves into Gao Xingjian’s three innovative cinepoems—
Silhouette/Shadow, After the Flood, and Requiem for Beauty—to scrutinize his unique
transmedia aesthetics and philosophical meditations that characterize a profound and
multifaceted Thirdspace. Gao Xingjian’s inventive thirding not only provides insights
into his postexilic plays and transnational and transcultural identities, but also sheds
light on all the genres he has experimented with, including cinepoems, fiction, paint-
ing, poetry, dance, and photography. His fascination with thirding has an intimate
affinity with Laozi’s Dao De Jing and Chan Buddhism, aiming to criticize Hegel’s dia-
lectics of “negation of negation” that is prevalent in modern thinking. Analyzing his
transmedia practice in cinepoems, I look into his tripartite film theory that addresses
the tensions, interactions, and negotiations between visual language, verbal language,
and aural expressions. His artistic undertakings in exploring Thirdspace have exem-
plified a personal renaissance in literature and arts in a time besieged by commercial
desires, political struggles, and spiritual destitution.
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