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FOLLOWING THE LATTER KING: ON ZHANG SHIZHAO’S

OUTLINE OF LIU ZONGYUAN’S WRITINGS

YIHONG YU *

ABSTRACT Zhang Shizhao was a celebrated literati who personally experienced mod-

ern China’s political and cultural changes. Due to his network and reputation, Zhang
maintained a distinguishing status in the new republic. His late work Outline of Liu
Zongyuans Writings contained commentaries that confronted contemporary trends
and reconciled the old and the new through the medium of Liu Zongyuan’s writings.
A comparative analysis of the book’s historical commentaries can help to understand
how cultural conservatives achieved self-adaptation and their search for recognition
in modern China. The first part of the paper combines Zhang’s review of the Spirit
of the Yellow Emperor with other documents to explore his mechanism for adapting
to the revolutionary discourse and reflecting on his own experience of the modern
changes in the world. The second part reconstructs the progressive aspects of Chinese
traditions, represented by Liu Zongyuan, as revealed in the Outline. Then, the third
part analyses how the Outline, through this content, sought to find a relatively sta-
ble existence in the midst of drastic global changes. The concluding part argues that
those cultural conservatives, seeking recognition, would have proposed similar ways
of speaking up for tradition in a republic where standards of evaluation were new and
fickle. This study provides a preliminary attempt to explore this period of intellectual
history.
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