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THE COMPILATION PROGRESS AND CULTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE OFFICIAL GAZETTEERS OF
THE YONGZHENG PERIOD

YAN ZINAN *

ABSTRACT During the Yongzheng period, the second nationwide compilation of official

gazetteers initiated by the court marked a significant milestone in the development
of Qing dynasty local gazetteers. Although the compilation progress varied signifi-
cantly across provinces, the level of professionalism had surpassed that of the first
nationwide compilation of the Kangxi reign. Furthermore, innovative formats were
found in the Yongzheng gazetteers. Firstly, the inclusion of Shengzhi B2%! (Imperial
Writings) at the beginning of the volumes demonstrated the compliers awareness of
the “intended reader” Secondly, the phenomenon of “monopolizing entries” revealed
the constant political considerations of local officials. Finally, the most significant
challenge encountered by the new gazetteer compilers was the overwhelming amount
of literary content, forcing them to carefully manage the length of these sections to
maintain balance. The Yongzheng gazetteers highlighted the local compilers’ deliber-
ate efforts to ingratiate themselves with imperial authority.
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