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A FURTHER DISCUSSION OF SEVERAL ISSUES REGARDING

THE HISTORY OF THE FOUNDING OF
THE JURCHEN JIN DYNASTY

QI1U JINGJIA *

ABSTRACT Regarding the authenticity of the founding history of the Jurchen Jin

Dynasty, there is significant controversy within the academic community. Recent re-
search indicates that Emperor Taizu of Jin, Wanyan Aguda, adopted the suggestion
of his advisor Yang Pu in the seventh year of the Liao Tianging era (1117) to proclaim
himself the emperor and establish the state with the name “Great Jin” and the reign
title “Tianfu”. However, the History of Jin records that Wanyan Aguda proclaimed
himself the emperor and established the state “Great Jin” with the reign title “Shouguo”
in the fifth year of the Liao Tianqing era (1115). This discrepancy is attributed to re-
visions made in the compilation of “Veritable Records of Taizu” in the Jurchen Jin
Dynasty. Recently, Cheng Nina has argued that Yang Pu’s advice does not align with
the political ecology of the Jurchens before and after the establishment of the Jin, and
she firmly believes in the records of the History of Jin. Meanwhile, Chen Xiaowei as-
serts that the Jin’s “Veritable Records of Taizu” did not conceal Yang Pu’s deeds and
openly recorded the Khitans” enthronement of Aguda, suggesting no motive to revise
the founding history. Therefore, he is of the opinion that the historical narrative in
the History of Jin should not be negated. However, a further discussion on Yang Pu’s
deeds, the Liao-Jin peace agreement, and the reign title and the name of the early
Jurchen Jin Dynasty reveals that their views are not substantiated and cannot with-
stand close scrutiny in textual analysis and argumentation.
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