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THE BAPTIZED MING LOYALISTS:
FENG WENCHANG AND ZHU SHI’S SOCIAL NETWORK
AND BOOK WORLD

CHEN TUO *

ABSTRACT Scholars of Chinese history have thoroughly studied how the Ming loyalists
engaged themselves in Buddhist and Daoist practices. However, the activities
of those Ming loyalists who followed Catholicism have not received sufficient
scholarly attention. These Catholic loyalists straddled between Chinese and Western
cultures, which constituted a new phenomenon in Chinese history. To elucidate this
development, this article focuses on two Ming loyalists in Zhejiang Province, Feng
Wenchang and Zhu Shi. Firstly, this article uses Chinese and Western materials to
examine their life, social network, and Catholic beliefs in detail. Feng Wenchang was
the lineal grandson of Feng Mengzhen, an enthusiastic follower of the fame literatus
Qian Qianyi, and a well-known bibliophile. After the fall of the Ming, he lived in se-
clusion in Zhu Shi’s hometown with another loyalist Shen Shoumin for more than ten
years. He also took part in Qian Qianyi’s anti-Qing activities. In his later years, he had
to accept charity from the church. A heroic figure, Zhu Shi had a talent for statecraft
and was skillful in Western medicine. He closely communicated with Chinese scholars
such as Qian Qianyi, Mao Yuanyi, Yun Richu, Chen Gongyin, Xu Qianxue, Wu
Xingzuo, as well as missionaries, including Giulio Aleni, Martino Martini, Raimundo
del Valle, Lodovico Buglio, Ferdinand Verbiest, Gregorio Lopez, etc. He served as
the pillar of the Catholic Church in Lanxi and even Jinhua during the Shunzhi and
Kanggxi periods. Secondly, both Feng and Zhu were deeply involved in the circulation
of Chinese Catholic books, and played an important role in the compiling, editing,
copying, publishing, circulating, and reading of Chinese Catholic books. Their social
network and book circulation created an opportunity for Western learning to enter
the intelligentsia of the late Ming and early Qing dynasties.
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