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POST-RETURNEE WRITING:
DIASPORA, TRAUMA, AND IDENTITY IN THE
TIME OF COLD WAR

ZHANG SONGJIAN'

ABSTRACT In the time of Cold War era (1946-1991), a significant number

of overseas Chinese people returned to China, who were named “Returnees”
(Guigiao §f 1% ), a minority of them were literary writers. While literary writings
of these returnee authors have been paid critical attention, a minority of them
remain largely unexplored. These minority returnees subsequently departed from
China, migrated abroad, and ultimately went back to their original birthplaces or
their countries of residence. The paper refers to this special group of writers as “post-
returnees”. The “post” in this term has two connotations: the end of timeline and a
change in nature. This paper examines the transnational careers and writing experiences
of three “post-returnees” writers, i.e., Zhong Yang, Yuan Dian, and Luo Binlu, who
originated in Singapore, moved to P. R. China, sojourned at Hong Kong, and finally
returned to Singapore where their citizenship was resumed. Focusing on four keywords,
namely, “Cold War”, “Diaspora”, “Trauma” and “Identity”, the paper aims to employ
a theoretical framework and contextualized approach to literary texts, analyse their
identity shifts from “overseas Chinese” to “returnees” and to “post-returnees,” hopefully
which opens a critical dimension for understanding the “Returnee Literature” (Guigiao
wenxue ET? %~ & ) and Asia’s Cold War.
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