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THE EMBODYING BIOGRAPHY, FABLE BIOGRAPHY,
AND PSEUDO BIOGRAPHY: GENRE CONSCIOUSNESS
AND THE PROBLEM OF INTERPRETATION IN
THE LITERARY ANTHOLOGIES

Wong CHI-HUNG *

ABSTRACT Han Yu's and Liu Zongyuan’s biographical prose writings have long attracted
critics in studies of literary biography. Researchers have attempted to initiate categori-
zation of biographies by following the development of Chinese literature. Not until the
Ming Dynasty did He Fuzheng put forward the idea of “embodying biography, “fable
biography,” and “pseudo biography” in his Wenzhang bianti huixuan (A Collected
Anthology of Differentiating Genres of Literary Works), in order to offer a key to cat-
egorizing Han Yu’s and Liu Zongyuan’s biographical prose works which have hitherto
been considered as fictional. This article attempts to extend the present studies on
these three subgenres by examining the selected works in Wenzhong bianti huixuan
and the viewpoints made by classical critics. It points out the core characteristics of
these styles and unfolds the critics’ opinions that differ from the genre classification
in the process of reading. Further, this article explicates the essential features con-
tradictory to the genre of biography and the literary consciousness to emphasize on
fictionalization.
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