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AN INITIAL STUDY OF THE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN

JAPANESE OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES AND CHINESE ELITES
THROUGH THE WORK OF TUNG WAH BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(1942-1945)

KwonGg CHI MAN *

ABSTRACT During World War II, Hong Kong was occupied by Japanese forces from

December 25, 1941 to August 30, 1945. During this period, Tung Wah Group of
Hospitals persisted in its operations, continuing medical and relief work throughout
the war. While previous research on Tung Wah during the occupation period mainly
focused on its medical and relief efforts, this paper focuses on the financial dimen-
sion of the running of Tung Wah to re-examine its wartime experiences from 1941 to
1945, analysing the interactions between local elites and the occupation authorities.
Following Japan’s increasingly unfavourable war situation after 1942, the occupation
authorities’ willingness to administrate Hong Kong diminished, and they shifted pub-
lic healthcare and relief responsibilities to Chinese elites. By late 1944, the authorities
had neither the will nor the capacity to support Chinese welfare services. In the final
stages of the war, as the Japanese abandoned their administration of Hong Kong, Tung
Wah continued operations through public donations. Re-examining Tung Wah’s war-
time experiences reveals how the relationship between Chinese elites and the Japanese
occupation regime shifted with the changing war situation, suggesting that this rela-
tionship should not be analysed purely from an institutional perspective.

Keyworps Hong Kong Occupation Period, Tung Wah Hospital, Hong Kong Occupation
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Kong
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