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THE RISE AND DECLINE OF THE ZHENDING GAO FAMILY
OF MILITARY OFFICERS AND IMPERIAL-IN-LAWS IN THE
NORTHERN SONG: AN ANALYSIS OF THE NEWLY EXCAVATED
EPITAPH OF GAO WEIZHENG

KOON WAN HO *

ABSTRACT The newly excavated epitaph of Gao Weizheng, a grandson of General
Gao Huaide, reveals that the eminent Gao Family, consisting of military officers and
imperial-in-laws in early Northern Song, had been in decline since its third genera-
tion. None of the offspring of Gao Huaide achieved notable accomplishments or
gained political prominence thereafter. Some of Gao’s descendants even shifted their
careers to be civil officials. Various Qing fictions and dramas forged young heroes
like Gao Junbao and Gao Chong, falsely claiming them to be his son or descendant.
The authenticity of these two figures and other alleged descendants of Gao Huaide,
which appeared in several Gao genealogies compiled during Qing Dynasty, is highly
questionable.

KeyworDps Gao Huaide, Gao Chugong, Gao Weizheng, the epitaph of Gao Weizheng,
Gao Junbao

*  Koon Wan Ho @ http://orcid.org/0009-0004-2070-3851
Adjunct Professor in the Department of History at Hong Kong Shue Yan University



	Koon Wan HO_cn
	Koon Wan HO_eg

