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A CASE STUDY OF DIGITAL PHILOLOGY: THE REGISTRATION

*

LIST OF BUILDINGS FOR EDUCATIONAL AID AT THE

JINGZHAO PREFECTURAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION IN JIN

DYNASTY

HuanGg Yi-LonGg *

ABsTRACT The term of jian [H] has been often used in architectural measurement in

ancient China. In recent bibliographic search, I learned that in the illustrations of
the Jin Dynasty Jingzhao fu xue shanxue shedi qingce (Registration List of Buildings
for Educational Aid at the Jingzhao Prefectural Office of Education), collected in the
Bagiongshi jinshi buzheng (Supplemental Corrections to Metal and Stone Inscriptions
from the Eight-jade Hall) from the Xuxiu Siku quanshu (Supplemental Series for the
Complete Library of the Four Treasuries), there appears for the first time the frac-
tional unit of 0.75 jian along with the regular use of jian in the list. By comparing the
text with another copy from an early PDF version of the Xuxiu Siku quanshu, I found
that 119 among about 13,500 characters have been changed. This article therefore pre-
sents a textual study to identify and correct the errors found in relevant sources such
as stone inscriptions, rubbings, PDF versions, and databases, so that we can better
understand the measurement terminology of jian and zhuo X in the illustrations as
well as their relation with taxation in history. This article may be considered the origin
for case studies in Digital Philology (i.e., a philology that cross-check traditional texts
and digitized texts), which reminds scholars to strike a balance when navigating the
opportunities and limitations of big data.
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