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A NEW STUDY ON EUROPEAN SOURCES AND THE WRITING
OF CHINESE HISTORY

DoNG SHAOXIN *

ABSTRACT Sino-Western exchanges have become ever more frequent since the sixteenth
century. European missionaries, merchants, travelers, and diplomatic embassies who
came to China wrote thousands of books, letters, and reports, introducing China
to Europe. I argue that these European primary sources should also be used in the
writing of Chinese history. After a general introduction of the background, authors,
languages, bibliography, typology, and topography of these European sources, I will
highlight the significant value of these Europeans sources to the study and writing of
Chinese history. I would further suggest making them part of the standard sources
used in the compilation of Chinese history.

KEYwoRDs Sources in European Languages, History of China, History of Chinese-
Western Relations, Ming-Qing History

*  Dong Shaoxin is Professor in the National Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies, Fudan University



	Dongshaoxin_cn
	dongshaoxin_eg

