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A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF THE FAMILY, LIFE AND

THOUGHTS OF SUN YUANHUA, A CONFUCIAN CHRISTIAN
IN THE LATE MING DYNASTY

X1A0 QINGHE *

ABSTRACT Sun Yuanhua (1583-1632) was a famous Confucian Christian in the late

Ming Dynasty, who studied under Xu Guangqi (1562-1633) and played a key role in
introducing Western artillery into China. He served as the Governor of Dengzhou
and Laizhou, but he was later executed by the Chongzhen Emperor because of the
Wugiao Mutiny initiated by Kong Youde (?-1652). Scholars have paid some attention
to Sunss life story. Yet, the main focus was on Sun and his introduction of artillery
technology, as well as his role in the Wuqiao Mutiny and other important historical
events, and there has been little discussion of Sun’s family lineage and his thoughts.
Building on existing research, this article makes use of some lesser-known works, in-
cluding Lizhong jishu (Recordings in [the Town of] Qingpu li {&iH ) and Jiangdong
zhi (Gazette of Jiangdong [i.e., East of the Wusong River]), together with a group of
relevant genealogies, local gazettes, and literati’s writings, to further explore Sun’s fam-
ily, biography, and thinking.
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