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REWRITING LIAOZHAI: THE IMAGINATIVE AND
ALLEGORICAL THIRDSPACE

L1u JIANMET*

ABSTRACT Existing scholarship in the field of modern and contemporary Chinese

literature has predominantly concentrated on interpreting surrealism through its soci-
opolitical dimensions. Diverging from this critical tradition, Yan Lianke, in his series
of literary theoretical works, endeavors to transcend the rigid constraints of political
and social realism, redirecting his focus toward the diverse aesthetic pathways lead-
ing to surrealism. His novel Chronicles of Liaozhai (Liaozhai benji) represents the first
attempt by a contemporary Chinese writer to “rewrite Liaozhai” in the form of a full-
length novel. On one level, the novel inherits the fictional discourse of Strange Tales
from a Chinese Studio (Liaozhai Zhiyi), reconstructing a labyrinthine, heterogeneous
space where the illusory and the real, the spectral and the corporeal, intermingle—
thus expanding the pure spirituality of secularized religion. On another level, the
novel functions as a bold literary experiment with the theoretical concepts Yan Lianke
proposes in his literary theories, such as “mythorealism,” “the truth of the untrue,”
“unverifiable truth,” “the truth of trans-truth,” and “the truth of anti-truth” This paper
will explore how Yan Lianke constructs a highly imaginative and fluid “third space” in
Chronicles of Liaozhai to challenge the long-dominant realism in modern and contem-
porary Chinese literature, along with its embedded ideologies, established values, and
aesthetic norms. By introducing supernatural and surreal elements into the landscape
of contemporary Chinese literature, Yan attempts to forge an alternative logic, causal-
ity, and cosmology.
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