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THE YANGZHOU LATIN TOMBSTONES: A NEW 
INTERPRETATION OF CATHOLIC IDENTITY AND 

INTERCULTURAL SYNTHESIS IN YUAN CHINA

*

Abstract The Yangzhou Latin tombstones of Catherine and Anthony Ilioni, dated 1342 
and 1344 respectively, provide a window into the intercultural interactions between 
medieval Europe and Yuan China. Rooted in Catholic epigraphy and iconography, 
these monuments, adorned with depictions of the Virgin Mary, Christ, and the saints 
Catherine and Anthony, functioned as sacred spaces for devotion, comparable to 
niches or altar pieces in Medieval Europe. Simultaneously, their appearance reflects 
a pluralistic artistic style that serves as tangible evidence of the Catholic minority’s 
engagement with local society in Yuan China. Drawing on a comparative analysis 
of Eastern and Western sources, this article explores the tension between the pa-
trons’ distinct Catholic identity and the intercultural synthesis embodied in these 
monuments.
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BEYOND LANDSCAPE POETRY AND BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY: 
MELODY AND POLITICS IN XIE LINGYUN’S MUSIC BUREAU SONGS

Timothy Wai Keung Chan *

Abstract The nineteen yuefu (Music Bureau) poems preserved in Xie Lingyun’s (385–
433) collected works deserve more scholarly attention to their aesthetic value than 
they have received thus far. The present essay is an attempt to examine these poems 
from various perspectives to achieve this goal by calling attention to this part of Xie’s 
contribution to Chinese literary history. It also discusses the reasons why these poems 
have long remained unheeded in relevant scholarship. In addition to the perspectives 
customarily taken in relevant scholarship, such as Buddhism, Daoism, philosophy, 
“mysterious word” poetry, landscape poetry, etc., we place his yuefu poems under the 
lens of the yuefu tradition to see how he personalizes these poems by injecting politi-
cal overtones and thereby pioneers a new poetics. These perspectives and methods are 
conducive to evaluating Xie’s creativity within the yuefu tradition, especially modeling 
upon Lu Ji (261–303), in his dealing with the poetic form, rhythm, and content. This 
kind of new poetry differs from his signature landscape poetry and should be recog-
nized as another aspect of his contribution to Chinese poetic history.
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李文丹*

1342年與 1344年為卡特琳娜．伊利奧尼與安東尼．伊利奧尼所立的揚州拉
丁文墓碑，為我們深入理解中世紀歐洲與元代中國之間的跨文化交流提供了重

要線索。這兩座墓碑植根於天主教的銘文與圖像傳統，雕飾有聖母瑪利亞、基

督以及聖凱薩琳和聖安東尼的形象，作為敬拜之用的神聖空間，其功能可與中

世紀歐洲的龕位或祭壇裝飾相媲美。與此同時，其外觀呈現出多元化的藝術風

格，成為了作為少數群體的天主教徒與元代中國地方社會互動的物質證據。本

文通過對中西方史料的分析，探討了墓主家族鮮明的天主教身份認同與這些墓

碑所呈現的跨文化藝術綜合之間的張力。

揚州拉丁文墓碑　跨文化交流　來世圖像　中世紀歐洲　元代中國
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PORTRAYING AN ‘ANTE LITTERAM CHRISTIAN’: 
PROSPERO INTORCETTA AND HIS BIOGRAPHIES OF 

CONFUCIUS

*

Abstract This article offers an in-depth examination of the portrayal and recon-
struction of Confucius’s life (Confucii Vita) by the Sicilian Jesuit missionary Prospero 
Intorcetta (1625–1696) across three of his principal Latin works: Sapientia Sinica 
(1662), Sinarum Scientia Politico-Moralis (1667–1669), and Confucius Sinarum 
Philosophus, sive Scientia Sinensis latine exposita (1687). These seminal texts present 
Latin translations of three of the Four Confucian Classics and each contains a bio-
graphical narrative of Confucius. Intorcetta’s account of Confucius’s life is grounded 
in unacknowledged historical sources, enriched by his own interpretative frameworks 
and reconstructions. His narrative strategy seeks to reshape the figure of Confucius 
by endowing him with ethical and philosophical attributes that align with Christian 
ideals. This reframing responds to the escalating Chinese Rites Controversy of the 
late seventeenth century and reflects Intorcetta’s considered endeavour to uphold the 
cultural and theological legitimacy of the Jesuit mission in China. Through a com-
parative analysis of the biographical sections in the aforementioned works, this study 
investigates the textual selections and narrative strategies employed in Intorcetta’s 
reconstruction of Confucius’s life. It further explores how this reconstruction contrib-
uted to the formulation of a potential theological dialogue between Confucianism and 
Christianity, thereby illustrating the Jesuits’ practices of cultural accommodation and 
doctrinal adaptation in the transmission of the Christian faith in late seventeenth-
century China.
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