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THE YANGZHOU LATIN TOMBSTONES: ANEW
INTERPRETATION OF CATHOLIC IDENTITY AND
INTERCULTURAL SYNTHESIS IN YUAN CHINA

L1 WENDAN *

ABSTRACT The Yangzhou Latin tombstones of Catherine and Anthony Ilioni, dated 1342
and 1344 respectively, provide a window into the intercultural interactions between
medieval Europe and Yuan China. Rooted in Catholic epigraphy and iconography,
these monuments, adorned with depictions of the Virgin Mary, Christ, and the saints
Catherine and Anthony, functioned as sacred spaces for devotion, comparable to
niches or altar pieces in Medieval Europe. Simultaneously, their appearance reflects
a pluralistic artistic style that serves as tangible evidence of the Catholic minority’s
engagement with local society in Yuan China. Drawing on a comparative analysis
of Eastern and Western sources, this article explores the tension between the pa-
trons’ distinct Catholic identity and the intercultural synthesis embodied in these
monuments.
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