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BETWEEN WESTERN LEARNING AND CHRISTIANITY:
THE LIFE AND CAREER OF REN TINGXU AS
A MODERN CHINESE ASSISTANT

YanG HuaBo *

ABSTRACT Ren Tingxu, or Paul Yin, was a well-known Chinese scholar who worked for

the Christian Literature Society for China (C. L. S.) in late Qing and early Republican
China. He not only edited influential journals like Review of the Times, but also as-
sisted Young J. Allen and other missionaries in translating many widely circulated
books, including Education in Japan and Women in All Lands, or China’s Place among
the Nations. In addition to the editorial work and translations, he also established
modern schools such as the Yangzheng School and the Third-class Anglo-Chinese
School in Shanghai and Suzhou, and founded Tung Heoh Pao, one of the earliest cor-
respondence journals in modern China. Although Ren Tingxu was deeply influenced
by missionaries and he eventually became a Christian, his activities were not limited
to missionary activities, but they extended into new fields of Western learning and
Christianity, hence deeply involved in the cultural and educational transformation of
modern China.
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