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REASSESSING THE CLASSICAL COMMENTARIES FRAGMENT
COLLECTION IN THE COLLECTED WORKS OF THE THREE

MASTERS OF EARLY SONG

WONG FU WING

ABSTRACT The Collected Works of the Three Masters of Early Song, published in 2024,

brings together the writings of Hu Yuan, Sun Fu, and Shi Jie, including newly recovered
fragments interpreting the Confucian Classics. This paper critically examines the
compilation of these lost texts, focusing in particular on Shi Jie’s commentaries on the
Yijing. While the volume represents the first systematic effort to assemble Shi Jie’s Yi
scholarship, it contains notable omissions and misattributions—most significantly, the
mistaken inclusion of interpretations by Wang Anshi, stemming from historical confusion
over abbreviated names in source texts. This study supplements missing fragments,
corrects editorial errors, and clarifies the boundaries of authentic authorship. It also
discusses lost texts by Sun Fu and Hu Yuan, including their commentaries on the Yijing,
Chungqiu, and Zhongyong, and highlights the underutilization of recent scholarly findings.
Despite its flaws, the collection remains a landmark contribution to the study of Song
dynasty intellectual history. By addressing textual gaps and misattributions, this paper
advances a more accurate understanding of early Song Confucian scholarship and the
transmission of classical texts.
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